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Sexual homicide attempt: A case report
and a short review of the literature
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SUMMARY

The broad spectrum of sexual crime and violence includes several entities, including rape and sexual homicide, despite being legally conceived as distinct,
non-correlated crimes. In some cases, rape and sexual murder are conceptualized as a continuum of violence, being sexualized and escalated due to situational
and personal factors in the crime scene. The authors describe a case of sexual assault and attempted murder by a male offender against an adult female victim.
The authors intend to shape the offender’s psychological profile, behavioral strategies, key motivations and diagnoses. Relevant literature is reviewed briefly so
that the incident be studied and discussed in correlation to the existing knowledge on the issue.
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Pokus o sexualné motivovanou vrazdu: Popis pfipadu a prehled literatury

SOUHRN

Sexualni nasili je predmétem nepretrzitého vyzkumu v oblasti forenznich i pravnich véd pfi ur¢ovani profild pachatell a obéti a rozpoznavani okolnosti, které
v daném okamziku ¢aste¢né odpovidaji za vyjadreni zakladnich pobidek a podnéta.

Siroka $kala sexudlnich zloc¢inG a nasili se tyka napfiklad sexudlniho utoku, znasilnéni a sexudlniho zabiti, které sice sdileji nékteré podobné rysy, ale z pravnich
dlvodu jsou povazovéany za samostatné trestné ciny. Znasilnéni a sexudlni zabiti jsou nékterymi odborniky vnimany jako rlizné urovné sexuélniho nasili. Prispé-
vek popisuje pfipad sexudlniho napadeni a pokusu o vrazdu muzského pachatele spachany na dospélé zené. Ackoliv psychiatrickd anamnéza pachatele byla
z¢asti znama, psychiatricka diagnostika byla komplikovana, protoze existovalo mnoho naznaku pfitomnosti riizné psychopatologie (schizofreniformni porucha,
porucha osobnosti, alkoholismus), v osobni anamnéze figurovala hospitalizace s paranoidnimi bludy nasledovana dlouhymi obdobimi relativné vysoké funk¢-
nosti bez medikace, koordinovaného jednani navzdory konzumaci alkoholu i zhorseného sebeovladani, ale s naznaky ¢astecné promyslenosti. Tento prispévek

by mél pomoci k lepsSimu pochopeni sexudlnich zlo¢int a pachateld.
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Sexual violence has been diachronically a major issue for in-
vestigation in the field of forensic psychiatry, in terms of shaping
the offenders’ and victims’ profiles and enlightening the specif-
ic circumstances leading to the criminal outcome. Through the
extensive discussion and review, broadly accepted terms and
definitions are still being shaped in the international literature.

Rape is defined in most jurisdictions as sexual intercourse, or
other forms of sexual penetration, committed by a perpetrator
against a victim without their consent. The definition of rape has
varied historically and culturally.

The definition of sexual homicide has been evolving during
the last decades (1). Previously, the involvement of sexual as-
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sault during the action of killing was not a prerequisite to define
a murder as “sexual homicide,” given the fact that an underly-
ing sexual conflict, sadism or activity were identified as part of
the killing. However, the latest re-defined terms, exclude from
the classification of sexual homicide any instances that do not
include evidence of sexual assault. Based on recent literature
definitions, sexual assault on genital areas associated with the
sequence of events leading to murder constitutes the key ele-
ment of sexual homicide. The lack of solid classification criteria
and their evolution has led to significant discrepancies between
different studies over the years, and thus accurate epidemiolog-
ic data are difficult to obtain. Over the years, classifications have
been created with increasingly credible methodological data
and more specificities at sample selection, examined parame-
ters and classification criteria.

The broad spectrum of sexual crime and violence includes sev-
eral entities, including rape and sexual homicide, which despite
being conceived as distinct, non-correlated crimes, especially
due to limitations posed by law and its enforcement, do share
similarities (2). Many investigators attribute the divergence be-
tween rape and murder to the existing variations of individual
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